
IRB Tip: Involvement of Public Officials as Subjects in Research

guidance for implementing federal and institutional IRB policies 
If the research involves public officials, then researchers should discuss whether the

individual is appointed, elected, or is a candidate for public office; what is their public

official title(s), and/or role(s); how many subjects will be recruited; what procedures will

they be involved in such as public observations, survey/interviews, etc. For

surveys/interviews, a copy of the survey/interview schedule or list of questions should be

attached. If the subjects will be surveyed or interviewed, then researchers should indicate

whether the subjects responses will be recorded; type of recording (video or audio or both); whether identified on tape or anonymous; whether a key code be used to protect the identifiable data; whether follow-ups be conducted; who will have access to the data, etc.  The research should also describe the confidentiality measures (including

storage/safeguarding measures) and whether the subject's identity will be disclosed in final reports or publications. A copy of the proposed consent form or consent script should be provided for review and approval by the IRB.
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